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PRAYER/GOD’S ANSWER/S

Anything to photocopy? Yes
Prayer Survey (1 for each student)
Here are the parts of this lesson:

¢ Fruitbasket Upset game
¢ Please Answer My Prayer discussion starter
¢ Prayer Survey discussion starter
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FRUITBASKET UPSET

This game can be played with any number of people, usually inside. The entire group sits in a circle with one less chair than there
are people. The extra person stands in the middle. Everyone is secretly assigned the name of a fruit.

The person in the middle begins by naming several fruits, then yelling “Go!”—and the people named with those fruits must change
chairs.

At the same time, the person in the middle also tries to get one of the vacant chairs. The person who fails to get a chair is then the
one in the middle and repeats the process.

For a raucous end to the game, play the final couple of rounds with this twist: the person in the middle calls out “Fruitbasket Upset!”
at which time everyone must exchange chairs. Use sturdy chairs, for this game is really wild!

* BIRTHDAY SHUFFLE

In this variation the circle has as many chairs as there are people. The leader calls out any three months of the year, and everyone in
the circle whose birthday is in those months must get up and find a new chair. While they’re scrambling to find a new seat, the extra
person tries to sit in a vacant chair. This will leave a new person in the middle.

If most of the kids in the group are roughly the same age, the leader can call out a year, and all those who were born that year must
switch chairs. If the leader calls out some other pre-designated word or phrase (like “Happy Birthday!”), then everyone must get up
and change chairs. Randy Cooney, Scotty Shows, and Art Voltz
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PLEASE ANSWER MY PRAYER

The following dialogues are great for pointing out to kids how we must sound to God when we pray. The best way to do this is to
pick out various members of your youth group and have them come forward while you use one of these dialogues on them (insert
their names in place of the names that are printed). It doesn’t take students too long to figure out the connection between what you
are doing to them and what we often do to God when we pray, even though we don’t say it out loud. God does know our hearts
when we pray. Follow up with a discussion of each situation and relate it to Scripture, such as Isaiah 59:1-2, Matthew 6:33, and
Matthew 21:22. It’s a good learning experience, and it’s a lot of fun.

1. “I know I haven’t talked to you lately, but you know how it is. I’ve been really busy. I’ve had school, friends, family, and
other things that are really much more important to me than you are, Marcy. But I wonder if you could help me with this
homework assignment?”

2. “Hey, I know you don’t know me, but could you give me $300?”

3. (The phrases in the parentheses should be said “under your breath,” just loud enough to be heard) “Can you help me out,
Louis? (You’ve never helped me out before!) I need you to do this for me. (I’m not even sure you’re for real.) I think a lot of
you. (When I’m not thinking of something else.) I know you can help me. (You probably can’t do it.) You’re the only one left
to turn to. (If you don’t help me, I’ll find somebody else that can.) Would you wash the dishes for me tonight?

4. “Melanie, are you John’s friend? You are? Really? Ha-ha-ha.” (really start laughing: you’ll find the whole group will join
in the laughing) “You must be some kind of weirdo to be John’s friend, ha-ha-ha, etc. I can’t believe that you would really
admit that you’re his friend, ha-ha-ha, etc.” (then turn very seriously to John) Say: “Will you wash my car?”



5. (To the group as you’re going over to put your arm around her) “You know, Trish is really the greatest. I’d do anything for
her. She asked me not to tell anybody she liked this guy, but I was sure that she didn’t mean it, so I told a few (20) people.
She asked me to help her with some chores, but I was sure she could find somebody else to do it. She is so nice. I’d just do
anything for her.” (to Trish) “Would you come clean my house for me tomorrow?”

6. “You know, Shelley, I’m really sorry I called you a Fig Newton in front of all those people. I know you don’t like to be
called Fig Newton, but listen, Fig Newton, I know you understand. I mean, none of us is perfect, right, Fig Newton? I would
never do anything to go against your wishes. Are you listening, Fig Newton? By the way, could you help me learn this new
song?”

7. “Robin, I really don’t need your help, but Brandie told me I should ask you. I mean, I have always been able to take care
of myself. I’ve gotten this far by myself, why should I need your help? But this problem is a little tougher than usual. Maybe
if you gave me a little help, then I could do it a little better, and everybody will see how great I really am. Will you help me
write my term paper?”

8. “Paul, I know you don’t like me stomping on the daisies in your garden, but I really like stomping on daisies—it’s my
absolute favorite thing to do. I get such a high stomping on daisies that nothing else compares to it. I don’t know if I could
make it through the day if I didn’t have some daisies to stomp on. And it really doesn’t hurt anybody else around. I’'ll do
anything else you ask me to do, but don’t ask me to stay off your daisies. Could you feed my dog while I’m on vacation?”

9. “I really like you, Mike. You are one of my best friends, and I’m so proud that I can call you a friend. I know that if every
one of my other friends deserted me, you’d still be here. Just one thing, don’t tell anybody that I like you, okay? Would you
go to the store for me?”

Pam Bates

PRAYER SURVEY

See Prayer Survey. This survey should be printed up and passed out to the entire group. Each person simply marks an “X” on each
line to show their relative position on the issues presented. Encourage kids to be as honest as possible. There are no correct answers
in this test. The idea is to see just where you stand on the various questions that come up regarding prayer.

The survey can be followed up by having all those who are consistently on the positive side of the continuum get together in one
group and those who are “negatives” into another group. Then have the two groups discuss the following statements as to their valid-
ity. One group tries to convince the other, offering examples, personal experience, Scripture, and other proof.

1. God does answer prayer.

2. God answers prayer in one of three ways—yes, no, or wait.
3. There are conditions to a yes answer.

4. A mature Christian needs to pray without ceasing.

5. Prayer shouldn’t be governed by feelings.

6. The importance of public prayer.

Bob Gleason



POSITIVE

¢ [ believe beyond a shadow of a
doubt that God answers prayer. |
don’t always know how God

answers prayers but I always have

faith he will.

e [ often praise and thank God as

well as ask things from him.

e When God says “No,” [ feel it is for

my own good.

e When God answers a prayer, my

faith is strengthened.

e If God says “Wait awhile,” I accept

his timing without reservation.

e [ find myself praying all during the
day.

e When I don’t feel like praying,
that’s when I pray the hardest.

e [ feel as comfortable praying in

public as I do alone.

e [ feel my prayer life is really

growing.

PRAYER SURVEY

23 45 6 78 9 10

NEGATIVE

e [ believe there is a God but I
question whether he is personally
interested in people. If I don’t see
an obvious answer, | begin to

wonder if God answers at all.

e | treat God like a Santa Claus.

Give me this, give me that.

® | can hardly accept a no answer.

® [n my book answered prayer is just

a coincidence.

¢ [ prayed once and God never

answered, so | don’t pray anymore.

® Days go by and I never pray.

e [f I don’t feel like praying, then I

don’t.

e [ won'’t pray in public.

e ['ve almost buried my prayer life.

Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in your own youth group. Copyright Youth Specialties  www.youthspecialties.com



