
Panic Lesson 17

Scripture Memory
Anything to photocopy? Yes

Commercials for Bible Memory  (1 for each student)

Here are the parts of this lesson:

♦ Slap Slap game
♦ Commercials for Bible Memory discussion starter
♦ Hidden Treasure discussion starter for Bible study

GAME • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Slap Slap
Height, weight, and sex are not factors to win this game. Simply have two players face each other and raise their hands above their

shoulders and then match hands. A distance of 18 to 36 inches may separate the players, but as the players match hands, they should

be able to push each other’s hands and arms back and forth comfortably (always above the shoulders). At a signal the players

attempt to slap or push the other’s hands so as to force the other off balance. The first person to lose his balance or move either foot

gives way to another challenger, with the winner staying in. Ron Erber

Discussion StARTER• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Commercials for Bible Memory
Pair Bible verses with marketing slogans to encourage kids to recall the verses, and to invest the slogans with spiritual meanings.

Introduce the activity by reproducing and distributing this sheet. Ask students to match each slogan to the company or product it

advertises. Here are the answers:

1. i
2. o
3. n
4. q
5. q
6. b
7. h
8. k
9. e
10. p
11. f
12. r
13. g
14. t
15. c
16. a
17. m
18. s
19. d
20. j
21. l
Now explore these questions:

1. How do we know and remember these phrases and products? It’s the job of advertisers to make up catchy phrases, tunes,
and situations that are easily repeated and/or associated with the business or product.
2. Why do we memorize things? God made us with a memory that sometimes functions independently; memorizing makes life



easier because we do not have to relearn everything; and memorizing provides a foundation for future experiences.
3. What are some examples of things we memorize? Tying shoelaces, multiplication tables, phone numbers, names, things that
interest us like information about our hobbies.
4. How do we memorize? Repetition, association, mnemonics, and patterns. For example, the following table can easily be
memorized when the pattern is recognized:

1
2  3

4  5  6
7  8  9  10

11  12  13  14

5. Ask several teens to explain how they do specific activities they have thoroughly memorized (e.g., the multiplication table or
subtracting decimals). Ask them how they knew this. Often math is memorized by repetition; names by association, repetition,
or mnemonics; commercials by repetition or association.
6. Why is it important to memorize God’s Word? Look up Joshua 1:8, Psalm 119:11; Ephesians 6:17, John 15:7, and 2 Timothy
3:16-17.
Derek Chinn

Discussion Starter• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Hidden Treasure
To help motivate your kids to memorize God’s Word—while at the same time making them feel capable of doing it—try this. First,

distribute pencils and paper to everyone and ask them to write down the following:

Their name
Their address and phone number
Their social security number
Their school locker combination
Their birth date, and the birth dates of immediate family members
Zip codes of five local towns
Phone numbers of five friends
Addresses of five friends
First verse of a favorite song
Five Bible verses

After you have fun sharing answers to the first nine questions, emphasize how Scripture memory takes a backseat to relatively trivial

details. Then use the following questions to generate a discussion about Scripture memory.

• How were you able to remember phone numbers, locker combinations, and the rest?

• Have you ever used these same methods to memorize Scripture?

• Why do we need to memorize God’s Word? Perhaps these verses will help answer this question:

Joshua 1:8
Matthew 4:1-11
Romans 12:2
Philippians 4:8
Hebrews 4:12
Romans 10:17
Ephesians 6:11-13,17
2 Timothy 3:16-17
Psalm 119:9,11

Remember this! After 24 hours we remember five percent of what we hear (Rom. 10:17), 15 percent of what we read (Rev. 1:3), 35

percent of what we study (Acts 17:11), and 100 percent of what we memorize (Ps. 119:11).

Now share some of the following hints for memorizing Scripture—and ask your teens for suggestions and methods of memorizing,

too.

• Choose a verse that’s special to you. Read and study the verse until you know what it means.

• Meditate on the verse. Think it over again and again until it becomes part of you.

• Write out the verse and reference a number of times.

• Categorize verses. 1 John 5:11-13, for example, would be under the “assurance of salvation” heading.



• When memorizing quote the topic, the reference, and the verse.

• Break the verse down into smaller phrases and work on memorizing one phrase at a time until you finish the entire verse.

• Start working on a new verse before you go to bed at night. You tend to remember what you are thinking about just before you fall

asleep.

• Write out the verses on spiral-bound 3x5 index cards so you can carry them with you and work on them wherever you go.

• Use time that’s often wasted, such as traveling to and from school, during meals, while exercising or jogging. This is an especially

good way to memorize the books of the Bible. Rather than counting push-ups, recite the Bible books. You just may be able to

increase your push-up maximum because you’ll have no mental block as you often do when you approach a certain number.

• Accountability! Work with a partner to whom you can be accountable. Check up on each other and quiz each other.

• Set a goal (one or two verses a week, for example), then reward yourself or your partner when either or both of you consistently

accomplish your goals over a one- or two-month period.

• Review, review, review. If you don’t use your verses regularly, you will lose them. 

Vaughn Van Skiver



______ 1. You’ve got the right one baby. a. Vidal Sassoon
______ 2. Membership has its privileges. b. Levis
______ 3. We run the tightest ship in the shipping business. c. Nissan
______ 4. Ya gotta have it. d. Prudential
______ 5. The choice of a new generation. e. Reebok
______ 6. Button your fly. f. Sharp Electronics
______ 7. You’re in good hands. g. McDonald’s
______ 8. Quality is job one. h. Allstate
______ 9. Life’s short. Play hard. i. Diet Pepsi
______ 10. We bring good things to light j. Hallmark
______ 11. From sharp minds come sharp products. k. Ford
______ 12. Reach out and touch someone. l. Taco Bell
______ 13. Food, folks, and fun. m. Apple
______ 14. Just do it. n. UPS
______ 15. Built for the human race. o. American Express
______ 16. If you don’t look good, we don’t look good. p. General Electric
______ 17. The power to be your best. q. Pepsi
______ 18. I love what you do for me. r. AT&T
______ 19. Build your future on the rock. s. Toyota
______ 20. When you care enough to send the very best. t. Nike
______ 21. Run for the border.
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______ 1. You got the right one baby. (Diet Pepsi) a. Hebrews 11:6
______ 2. Membership has its privileges. (American Express) b. Matthew 5:16
______ 3. We run the tightest ship in the shipping business. (UPS) c. 2 Peter 1:3, 4
______ 4. Ya gotta have it. (Pepsi) d. Romans 5:8
______ 5. The choice of a new generation. (Pepsi) e. Hebrews 10:24, 25
______ 6. Button your fly. (Levis) f. Proverbs 3:5,6
______ 7. You’re in good hands. (Allstate) g. Joshua 24:15
______ 8. Quality is job one. (Ford) h. 1 Corinthians 12:26
______ 9. Life’s short. Play hard. (Reebok) i. 1 Corinthians 15:57
______ 10. We bring good things to light. (General Electric) j. Proverbs 16:23
______ 11. From sharp minds come sharp products. (Sharp Electronics) k. 1 Corinthians 9:24, 25
______ 12. Reach out and touch someone. (AT&T) l. John 13:35
______ 13. Food, folks, and fun. (McDonald’s) m. 1 Corinthians 6:18-20
______ 14. Just do it. (Nike) n. Isaiah 26:4
______ 15. Build for the human race. (Nissan) o. Matthew 28:18-20
______ 16. If you don’t look good, we don’t look good. (Vidal Sassoon) p. John 3:16
______ 17. The power to be your best. (Apple) q. Ephesians 5:15, 16
______ 18. I love what you do for me. (Toyota) r. Colossians 1:28, 29
______ 19. Build your future on the rock. (Prudential) s. Philippians 2:9-11
______ 20. When you care enough to send the very best. (Hallmark) t. Matthew 9:37, 38
______ 21. Run for the border. (Taco Bell) u. John 15:5
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