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JERVING GOD

Anything to photocopy? Yes
Do I Have What It Takes? (2 copies)
Ways to Serve God (1 for each student)
Here are the parts of this lesson:

¢ Interview Mixer in pairs
¢ Do I Have What It Takes? readers theater
¢ Ways to Serve God discussion starter; pencils
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INTERVIEW MIXER

Divide the group up into pairs. Give the group one or two minutes for each member of the pair to answer such questions as favorite
subject in school, worst subject, favorite or worst moment, funniest moment, etc. Then call on certain members of the group to intro-
duce their partner and answer the questions for them. Switch partners and use different questions. May be repeated effectively three
to five times. William C. Moore
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DO 1 HAVE WHAT IT TAKES?

A Reader’s Theater from Exodus and 1 Corinthians

Feeling inadequate to do God’s work is as old as Moses and Paul. Using the creative reading of two Scripture passages—Exodus
4:1-18 and 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:14—this reader’s theater meshes the struggle of those two heroes of the faith into a single reading.
Recognizing that we’re not the first to feel under-qualified and over-challenged encourages Christians to trust God’s choice and to
obey his call.

Place a reader on each side of the stage to underscore the dialogue. The first reader uses the Exodus passage to question his ability to
do what God has asked. The second reader responds with the 1 Corinthians passage, which sometimes offers answers and sometimes
merely affirms the struggle. Scott Davis
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WAYS TO SERVE GOD

To help your youths think about how they can put their faith into action, distribute copies of Ways to Serve God. Have each person
circle “T” for true or “F” for false beside each one. Then have a discussion based on their answers.

To explore the subject in more depth, break into small groups and assign each group one of these five topics to brainstorm:

* Ways to serve God in our personal lives
* Ways to serve God in our families

* Ways to serve God in our church

* Ways to serve God in our community

* Ways to serve God in the world.

Then let a spokesperson for each group report their ideas back to the entire group. By the end of the program, you’ll have a long list
of ways the youths can serve God. Type up the list and give it out at the next meeting. Richard and Vickie Glazier
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A Reader's Theater from Exodus and 1 Corinthians

CAST

© Two readers

ONE: (Ex. 4:1) Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say,
‘The Lord did not appear to you’?”

TWO: (1 Cor. 1:18-19) For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are per-
ishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent | will frus-
trate.”

ONE: (Ex. 4:2-5) Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

“A staff,” he replied.

The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”

Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake and he ran from it.

Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.”

So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in
his hand.

“This,” said the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has
appeared to you.”

TWO: (1 Cor. 1:20-21) Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who
believe.

ONE: (Ex. 4:6-9) Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.”

So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous, like
Snow.

“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand back into his
cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh.

Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first miracu-
lous sign, they may believe the second. But if they do not believe these two
signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry
ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the
ground.”
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TWO: (1 Cor. 1:22-25) Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but
we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wis-
dom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.

ONE: (Ex. 4:10) Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, | have never been eloquent, neither in
the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. | am slow of speech and
tongue.”

TWO: (1 Cor. 2:1-5) When | came to you, brothers, | did not come with eloquence or
superior wisdom as | proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For | resolved
to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. |
came to you in weakness and in fear, and with much trembling. My message and
my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration
of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on
God'’s power.

ONE: (Ex. 4:11-12) The Lord said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him
deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now
go; | will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”

TWO: (1 Cor. 2:12-14, 7-9) We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit
who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is
what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by
the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned. No, we speak of God'’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden
and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this
age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has con-
ceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”

ONE: (Ex. 4:13) But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”
TWO: No!

ONE: (Ex. 4:14-17) Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What
about your brother, Aaron the Levite? | know he can speak well. He is already on
his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. You shall speak
to him and put words in his mouth; | will help both of you speak and will teach
you what to do. He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were
your mouth and as if you were God to him. But take this staff in your hand so you
can perform miraculous signs with it.”
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TWO: (1 Cor. 1:26-30) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the
lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to
nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of
him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that
is, our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.

END
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